
During the ritual the Prayer of St Francis will be sung by the  
Marist Regional College Music Ministry.

Prayer of St Francis
Make me a channel of your peace 
Where there is hatred, let me bring your love 
Where there is injury, your pardon, Lord 
And where there’s doubt, true faith in you.
Make me a channel of your peace 
Where there’s despair in life, let me bring hope 
Where there is darkness only light,
And where there’s sadness ever joy. 
Oh Master, grant that I may never seek 
So much to be consoled as to console 
To be understood as to understand 
To be loved as to love with all my soul. 
Make me a channel of your peace 
It is in pardoning that we are pardoned 
In giving of ourselves that we receive 
And in dying that we’re born to eternal life. 

Dedicated to Mrs Frances Tracy. Text and music (c) 1967 OCP. 

All rights reserved. Contributors: Sebastien Temple.

Blessing of the Plaque  
(to be installed later at the College)

Archbishop Julian will be invited to bless the plaque along with Fr Tony 
Corcoran and Mr Gregg Sharman.

After the blessing, the plaque will be entrusted into the care of Gregg 
Sharman and two people who have a family member who was sexually 
abused at the College, Joan Skelton and Judy Mason.

11.00am, 20 March 2021
Emu Valley Rhododendron Gardens, 

55 Breffny Road, Romaine, TAS.

A Ritual of Lament

in the presence of 
The Most Rev Julian Porteous, Archbishop  

of Hobart, Father Tony Corcoran SM,  
Provincial, Marist Fathers Australia

Close and Thanks: 
Does your Heart Break [Recording]

When the walls fell 
And the hungry child 
Cried out for help
Did you hear the sound? 
Did your heart break? 
Does your heart break now?
Cannot feel it in my soul 
Cannot see you, I’m alone 
Can the blind have sight, have sight?
When you see us all alone 
Can you hear your people Lord? 
Can the blind have sight, have sight?
The world is burning as you’re standing by 
Are you watching, as your children die? 
Did your heart break,  
Does your heart break now?
Cannot feel it in my soul 
Cannot see you, I’m alone 
Can the blind have sight, have sight?
When you see us all alone 
Can you hear your people Lord? 
Can the blind have sight, have sight?
Does your heart break?
Does your heart break?
Does your heart break?
Does your heart break? 
When the heart breaks, 
Does your heart break?

David Gungor and John Arndt, performed by The Brilliance (c) 2015. 
Amazon Music Unlimited.

You are invited to take a candle as you leave. Take it home,  
light it with your family at meal times or special occasions in 

remembrance of the acknowledgement of and in solidarity with 
those who have experienced abuse.

You may wish to stay here in the quiet - reflect, remember, pray.

When ready, you are invited to move to the Tea Rooms  
for light refreshments.

We ask that you leave in silence respectful of those who  
wish to stay a while.

––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

The plaque will be placed in the  
College’s Garden of Remembrance.

The statue of the Good Samaritan caring for the wounded traveller  (Luke 10:25-37) in the College grounds



MC: Peter Douglas

Principal:  
Gregg Sharman

Music: Marist Regional 
College Music Ministry

Gathering: Music  
provided by Marist Regional 
College Music Ministry  
(10.45 - 11.00 am)

Acknowledgement of Country: 
Greeting and  Welcome: 
Reflection: Bridge over troubled waters (Paul Simon) performed by Marist Regional College Music Ministry.

Ritual: 
The lighting  
of candles
You are invited to light  

a candle in remembrance  

of the victims of  

child sexual abuse  

at Marist College and 

Marist Regional College.  

The flame reminds us  

that there will always  

be hope, even in  

deepest despair.  

I invite you all to come 

forward and place your  

candle in the sand.

Stories from Survivors: 
Reading: From Pope Francis to the survivors of clerical sexual abuse in Philadelphia, 2015

and compelling, are powerful signs of the hope that comes from the 
Lord’s promise to be with us always.

It is good to know that you have brought family members and friends 
with you today. I am grateful for their compassionate support and pray 
that many people of the Church will respond to the call to accompany 
those who have suffered abuse. May the Door of Mercy be opened 
wide in our dioceses, our parishes, our homes and our hearts, to receive 
those who were abused and to seek the path to forgiveness by trusting 
in the Lord. We promise to support your continued healing and to 
always be vigilant to protect the children of today and tomorrow.

Prayer of the Healing of Memories 
by Liam Lawton
Lord, I cannot find the words that I should say, nor will I ever know 
the pain nor know the deep despair of souls who have been hurt for 
lack of love and care.
This is a prayer, a plea, that you would come and gently heal the souls 
of all whose hearts still bleed.

Heal the silent scream of those who cry through nights and years. 
The child who forever weeps and wakes in adult dreams. 
Heal the pain that never seems to fade, 
replace with love the guilt of endless shame.

Hear the voice that longs to tell its tale, 
hear the words where integrity prevails, 
hear the truth where honesty has failed. 
Hear us now we call upon your name.

Heal all hidden memories in the deepest painful place, suppressed 
through years of suffering. From memories erase all thoughts of fear 
and failure with tears that wash each face.

You Lord were stripped, bruised and beaten, unprotected, so 
vulnerable, derided, mocked, betrayed, and in the tomb where you 
were laid, we place the hurt, the hate, the wounds of history.

May we rise again through the power of your healing presence, to live, 
to laugh, to love once more. Send your spirit to move over all places  
of darkness.

For our destiny is to be people of the light, 
waking from this night to find you in an early dawn.

Expressions of Sorrow:

Introduction
With humility of heart, we seek guidance, courage and strength to 
ensure that the voices of survivors are heard and that we stand with 
them in solidarity and justice.

We who are gathered alongside those who were sexually abused turn 
to each other and our communities in sorrow and humility, asking for 
penance, healing, resolution and satisfaction.

For contrition and sorrow for the crimes and sins of 
sexual, physical, emotional and spiritual abuse perpetrated 
at Marist College and Marist Regional College against 
children and young people.

We confirm our contrition and sorrow and apologise for the failure to love, 
respect, nurture and cherish young people, especially the most vulnerable.

For the survivors of abuse who have been psychologically 
harmed and spiritually damaged by people claiming to be 
followers of Jesus. 

We seek healing and peace for all those who have been abused and 
whose suffering is ongoing. 

For the crimes and sin of all those in authority in the 
Church who failed to respond as good shepherds to those 
abused by priests and religious.

We confirm our contrition and sorrow and apologise for the deaf ears, 
the blind eyes and the hard hearts of those in authority in your Church. 

For the families and friends of those who have been abused 
as we lament the sorrow they carry because of the injuries 
inflicted on their loved ones. 

We ask that the families and friends of those who have been abused will 
find healing. 

That each of us will have the courage to speak the truth, the 
grace to listen to it and the courage act upon it.

May each of one of us commit to challenging the unspoken and bring 
to justice those who perpetrate and hide abuse.

For all whose faith has been shaken by the abuse scandals.
May compassion and love heal the hearts of all those who have been 
saddened and whose faith has been shaken by the abuse scandals. 

That we may be a community that actively cares for and 
protects children and vulnerable members of our society.
Let us cherish, respect and protect the young and the vulnerable at  
all times. 

Apologies:   Father Tony Corcoran SM 
Archbishop Julian Porteous 
Principal, Mr Gregg Sharman 

My dearest brothers and sisters  
in Christ, I am grateful for  
this opportunity to meet you, 
I am blessed by your presence. 

Thank you for coming here today.

Words cannot fully express my sorrow for 
the abuse you suffered. You are precious 
children of God who should always expect 
our protection, our care and our love. I am 
profoundly sorry that your innocence was 
violated by those who you trusted. In some 
cases the trust was betrayed by members of 
your own family, in other cases by priests 
who carry a sacred responsibility for the care 
of soul. In all circumstances, the betrayal was 
a terrible violation of human dignity.

For those who were abused by a member of 
the clergy, I am deeply sorry for the times 
when you or your family spoke out, to 
report the abuse, but you were not heard or 
believed. Please know that the Holy Father 
hears you and believes you. 

I deeply regret that some bishops failed in 
their responsibility to protect children. It is 
very disturbing to know that in some cases 
bishops even were abusers. I pledge to you 
that we will follow the path of truth wherever 
it may lead. Clergy and bishops will be 
held accountable when they abuse or fail to 
protect children.

We are gathered here in Philadelphia to 
celebrate God’s gift of family life. Within 
our family of faith and our human families, 
the sins and crimes of sexual abuse of 
children must no longer be held in secret 
and in shame. As we anticipate the Jubilee 
Year of Mercy, your presence, so generously 
given despite the anger and pain you have 
experienced, reveals the merciful heart of 
Christ. Your stories of survival, each unique 


